PSYCHOMETRIC EVALUATION AND VALIDATION OF THE TAXOOU A GENERIC KEALTH RELATED QUALITY
OF LIFE MEASURE FOR 14-YEAR-OLDS

Vemips GH (1), Feikes M (1}, Theunissen NCM (2), Brugman E {1}, Vesn S (2). mmm Wil M (D),
Vedoove ik SP (1). 1. TNOF and Health, Leiden, The
Cantra, Leiden, The Nethertands.

Aim - Airn of the siudy was ©o svalusie psychometric performance and criterion validity of the TAXOOL: a generic
quastionnaire for Health Related Quality Ot Lils (HAQOL) in 1-4 year olds. Such 3 questionnaire was nesded in
evahating HROOL outcome in clinical research on children with a Very Low Bsth Weight (VLBW), related to
HAOOL in chiiren in the open population {OF). HRQOL was defined -as Health Stahus (HS) phss aflecive
rezponses 1o problems in HS. HS was defined 1o encompass 10 domains: kng kncioning, stomach lunciioning,
skin knclioning, siseping, appetile, aating disorders, agression, posilive mood, anxisty, vitality. in addifon, for
chidren of 1.5 years and older, socisl funclioning, molor unclioning and communicalion wers taken into accounl.
Consequently, he TAIQOL consists of 35 Rems for children younger hhan 1.5 years, and 46 dems for childen
aged 1.5-4 years. The TAIQOL is compisted by a parent in about 10 minutes.

Mathod - All parents of VLBW children, aged 14, consulling he out-paient necnsiology clinic of S Leiden
University Mecical Conire, Gusing an § month period, were iwited 1o complaste e TAQOL (n=188). Response
ate was 88% {n=165). Mossover, 4 Well Baby Clinics drew a random sample of 150 children euch, from the open
Mmmmummmmumnrmmmm
60% {n=363). Psychametic performance in both samples was by 's alpha's for
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ofher scale r's.

The proposad mulidemensionsiity of HRQOL was evaluated by cakoulating, in 2 Varimax rotated factor siruciure,
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TAQOL scales. The olthe HS and HROOL was determined by caiculating the total
number of MS problems reporied and the % of such problems that lsd 1 negative atfective consequanses.
Crierion vaidly was b of vari The 13 TAIQOL scales were dependent warisbles.
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past hall year period.

Results - Cronbech’s aipha's in the VLBW sample ranged from 0.66 % 0.89; Cronbach’s alpha in the OP sample
ranged from 0.52 101 0.85. Becaune of very low ol esling in e OP sample (>5%), this scale
mmmwmnumma“annmm and 94% ol
lem-rest s in he OP sample ware higher than lem-other scale r's.

in the VLBW sample, 97% of ems Joaded higher on their proper factor tan ofhver tactors. in the OP sample, this
percentage was somewhat lower (31%). I both the VLBW sampie and the OP sample, r's between TAQOL
scales were very low; in each sample only 2 's excesded 0.40 sightly. The % of HS problems per scalé that led
© negative aflective teaponses ranged from 0.21 1 0.86. Most TAKQOL scales were signiicanty rekated 1o the
e criwria. On the whols, as expecied, VLBW chikiren, children with a chvonic dissase and chidren under
medical resknent had worse HRQOL than ofher chidren.

Discussion - Peychomelric performance of e TAXQOL was good. The findings support the propased
mullidimensional definiion of HROOL. The fact that on average only 3% of HS problems led 10 negative
emotionsl consequences Supports the essential mportance of this distincion. Crikerion validily of the TAX)OL was
good. In conclusion, the TAIOOL is & sultable instrument in assessing HROOL in groups of very young chikdren.




